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FIVE MORE ATHLETES SIGN NATIONAL 
LETTERS WITH FOOTBALL GRIZZLIES
sports 3-30-77 sports state
Information Services • University of Montana • Missoula, Montana 59812 • (406) 243-2522
MIS SOU LA-
Five out-of-state athletes have signed national letters of intent to play football at the 
University of Montana next fall. The recruiting list has reached 25. UM Head Football 
Coach Gene Carlson expects to sign five more athletes to football scholarships.
The five high school seniors are John Heap (6-3, 190), a defensive end from Boulder, 
Colorado; Arnie Rigone (6-1, 220), a linebacker from Chicago, Illinois; Basil Jones 
(6-3, 205), an offensive tackle from Spokane, Washington; Darrell Bell (5-10, 180), a 
running back from Federal Way, Washington and Mike Marty (6-3, 230), a defensive tackle 
from Portland, Oregon.
Heap was coached by Sam Pagano at Fairview High School in Boulder where he lettered 
three times in football and once in basketball.
"John is a very tough football player with good size and quite a bit of growth 
potential," Coach Carlson said. "He could be an outstanding player for us."
Heap intends to major in pre-law at UM.
Rigone played linebacker at Chicago's Curie High School and was coached by Pete Hester. 
Rigone earned all-section honors in addition to being named most valuable player and team 
captain last season. He also wrestled in the heavyweight class at Curie.
"Arnie has good size and speed," Carlson said. "He should be an excellent linebacker 
and will have an opportunity to be a first team performer for us. He also has outstanding 
potential as an offensive lineman."
Rigone is interested in both business and physical education.
-more
FIVE MORE ATHLETES SIGN NATIONAL LETTERS WITH FOOTBALL GRIZZLIES--page 2
Jones played offensive tackle at Spokane’s Shadle Park High School where he was coached 
by Gary Davis. He earned all-city honors and was named honorary captain of his team. A 
good student, Jones also competed in soccer and wrestled at 190-pounds for Shadle.
"Basil has the ability to play several positions," UM defensive line coach Gary Ekegren 
said. "He will be able to help us on the offensive line but we also want to take a look at 
him defensively. He could play offensive tackle, offensive guard or defensive end. We want 
to give him an opportunity either way."
Bell was a running back and defensive back at Federal Way High School where he was 
coached by Doug Patrick. Last y e a r’s Federal Way team finished second in the state of 
Washington. He was twice named all-conference running back in class AAA. He also ran track 
and competed in the 100, 220 and the triple jump.
"Darrell is an exceptionally strong inside runner with great quickness," Ekegren said. 
" H e’s a good hitter and an outstanding student."
Bell intends to major in communications at UM.
Marty played for Bill Dressel at Central _Catholic High School in Portland where he 
earned second team all-league honors. He plays both linebacker and offensive tackle.
" W e’ll look at Mike as a linebacker or defensive lineman," Ekegren said. "He has great 
feet for his size and is a very good hitter. He'll be a tremendous addition to our defense."
Marty will enroll at UM as a pre-law major.
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